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Kaposi's Sarcoma after Immunosuppressive Therapy for Bullous
Pemphigoid: A Case Report

I II I
*A. Rasi, MD R. Soltani Arabshahi, MD R. Setareh Shenas, MD

Abstract

Kaposi's sarcoma is a malignant neoplasm of lymphatic and blood vessels endothelial cells. The
disease is classified into four clinical subtypes, all of which are associated with human herpes virus
8(HHV-8). We report a 71-year-old man who was treated for six months with prednisolone and
azathioprine for bullous pemphigoid and presented with multiple purple papules and plaques on ear,
nose and fingers. Pathology of the lesions revealed Kaposi's sarcoma. Subsequently, the dose of
azathioprine was lowered. There are few reported cases of Kaposi's sarcoma after
immunosuppressive therapy for bullous pemphigoid and in some of these cases the pathogenic role
of HHV-8 has been documented.

Key Words: 1) Bullous Pemphigoid 2) Kaposi’s Sarcoma

3) Immunosuppression
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