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Abstract

Background & Aims: One of the complex and disturbing issues of current
societies that have attracted the attention of many sociologists is the issue of youth
violence which is becoming more and more widespread. Violence is one of the
social harms that have many harmful physical, psychological, and social effects.
Violence not only affects the victim but also indirectly harms others in the
community. The increase in the rate of violence and the victimization of violent
crimes has increased in recent years, so that it has a major impact on the mortality
of young people and adolescents in each country. Today, a large number of young
people and adolescents carry fircarms to save their lives, which indicates the
relative insecurity of society. According to statistics recorded by legal centers,
conflict and social violence have been on the rise in the country in recent years, and
even this violence has peaked in men during the warmer seasons. Violence is a
behavior that is observed in all countries and its victims are added every day and
cause anxiety and insecurity of people, especially weaker and more vulnerable
groups. The prevalence and increase of all kinds of violence in the society, in
addition to the victims, also affect and endanger the social security and mental
health of the people. Social media has been so influential in the online and offline
lives of Internet users in recent years that forms of social communication have also
been influenced by these new media. Introduction The topic of virtual social
networks has been the main concern of Internet users in the world and in Iran since
2005 and for this reason, they are called the most powerful online media in the
world. The multiplicity, variety of content, and numerous software and Internet
capabilities are the features that have made the users of these networks very
popular. The power to establish a network system between friends and like-minded
users regularly is a feature of these networks. Today, it is mainly used to name
websites where people can access other members' information, get to know their
interests, share text, audio, and video products, and form interest-based groups.
They find common ground with some other members of the base. The growing
number of social media visitors reflects the many attractions of virtual communities
to attract Internet users. One of the factors influencing violence among young
people is the use of social networks. Violence is one of the social harms that have
many harmful physical, psychological, and social effects, and the role of
cyberspace on it is not known; therefore, the present study was conducted with the
aim of the role of virtual social networks in reducing violence among adolescents
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and young people.

Methods: This descriptive-analytical study was conducted with a mixed approach.
The statistical population of the study was the qualitative section of the experts of
the university complex of the province and in the quantitative section, the students
of the Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch, and Allameh Tabatabai
University. Using Cochran's formula, 384 people were selected as a statistical
sample and selected by available random sampling method. The data collection tool
was a semi-structured interview and a researcher-made questionnaire whose
validity was assessed as content validity by referring to the opinions of 5 experts
and professors of technology. Data analysis was performed using LISREL and
SPSS20 software.

Results: The results showed that the components of social networks including
cultural, social values, communication, and ideological dimensions can be avoided
by managing cyberspace policy along with increasing media literacy through
integration, identity, civic character development, and student youth adaptation.
Provided of violence.

Conclusion: In general, it can be said that social networks are effective in reducing
violence among adolescents and young students; therefore, attention and planning
for social networks is important in reducing crime and violence. In today's world,
human life is interconnected with social networks, interconnected and
interconnected communication networks have affected all areas, meanings and
concepts, and everything in general. Network communication as the "basis of
human communication activity" is transforming all human communication. It
makes the world indigenous and the canvas global. The term social media is a
subset of social media. Social media is a big concept that has emerged with the
advent of new communication networks such as the Internet and mobile phones.
Social networks are based on the interests of individuals and groups due to the
location of the Internet. In fact, social networks are built on public participation.
These social networking sites are increasingly drawing people into the online world
by providing motivation and purpose to work in media that was previously
unattractive. The main focus of these new media technologies is the simultaneous
use of online and digital facilities concerning the audience. In this new relationship,
the audience's behavior towards the media also changes and changes from a passive
audience to an active audience. This two-way relationship creates a new structure in
the new generation of media. In the new generation of media, in addition to the
linear presentation, programs also have the property of being selected by the
audience. Social networking sites have become a global phenomenon, with
communities like Facebook having hundreds of millions of users. By creating
friendly environments, these websites have brought the possibility of
communication and harmony in social life for their users, but in addition to the
advantages that social networks have, they have also created negative consequences
and many challenges in people's lives. In other words, today, especially in our
society, these networks are becoming a threat; these cases require an expert view to
identify these threats and take steps to reduce or eliminate them.
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