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INFANT WITH HYDANTOIN SYNDROME DUE TO PRENATAL PHENOBARBITAL
EXPOSURE

1
M. Afshar, Ph.D

ABSTRACT

Phenobarbital is a drug of barbiturates class that it’s Anticonvulsant and sedative effects has been
caused it’s widely. Usage in nervous system diseases espicially epilepsy. The epileptic pregnant women
who taking this drug maybe bear neonates with congenital malformation e.g:hypoplasia or occasionally
aplasia of finger - and toenails and distal phalanges, cleft lip, cleft palate and cardiac malformation.
Phenytoin is another antiepileptic drugs that teratogenic effects was better known than the phenobarbital
as a “Fetal Hydantoin Syndrome”. This report was focused on the infant whose epileptic mother’s
consumed phenobarbital during pregnancy. The infant had palatine and labial cleft associated with low set
ears, ear deformity, ocular hypertelorism, broad nasal bridge, short neck. Most of this anomallies was seen
in Fetal Hydantoin syndrome.

Key Words: 1) Phenobarbital 2) Phenytoin 3) Palatine cleft 4) Labial celft 5) Epilepsy

1) Assistant professor of Embryology, faculty of medicin, Birjand University of Medical Sciences and Health Services, Birjand,
Iran.
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