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SERIALS COLLECTION EVALUATION:
A STRATEGY FOR CANCELLATIONS
OR REINSTATEMENTS

i EE
Mehrangiz Hariri® Azar Eslami

ABSTRACT

Faced with the rising costs of periodical subscriptions and the high
equivalence rates of foreign exchange, a survey was carried out in the
Central Library of Iran University of Medical Sciences to evaluate the
effectiveness of its collection and to determine titles whose absence would
least damage the integrity of the collection. In this study two criteria were
used; the first being Journal usage based on requests for photocopies of
articles in 1991 and 1992 which showed that the current collection
(1990-92) was used on an average of 88% while the stack usage (1970-89)
was nearly 54%. The statistics derived were used as guidelines for
cancellation of titles which had no requests and those which were used
once or twice during this period, also taking into consideration budget
limitations.

In general, the Central Library’s collection has met 95% of the users’
need. A mere 5% of all requests made were not satisfied, and only .07% of
this was due to unavailability of certain titles. The second criterion was
accessibility to the full text of articles retrieved through Medline and
Embase. Results showed that, regardless of the foreign, language of

articles the access rates were 47.56% and 36. 6% respectively.
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